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MEMOIR OF THE LATE MR. DOWTON, 


Mr. Dowron had attained a patriarchal age 
allotted to few men; he would have been 
88 years of age had he lived to the 25th of 
April. He was peculiarly fortunate, too, 
in the possession of good health, which, 
notwithstanding his advanced age, he en- 
joyed with little interruption until within a 
few days of his decease, 

Mr. Dowton was the son of a respectable 
innkeeper in the city of Exeter, where he 
was born in the year 1764. He was sent 
at an early age to one of the best seminaries 
in the neighbourhood, where he continued 
till he reached the age of sixteen, when he 
was articled to an atchitect. During his 
apprenticeship he became a votary of the 
Thespian art, and occasionally performed at 
@ private theatre in Exeter. The applause 
which his juvenile efforts obtained increased 
his predilections for the stage, while the 
‘duties of his master’s office became propor- 
tionally irksome to him. Before he had 
completed ene year of his appreriticeship 
his resolution was taken, and bidding adieu 
to plans and elevations, he joined a company 
of strollers at Ashburton, Devonshire, 
where he made his debut in the character of 
Carlos, in The Revenge. So eager was he 
at this time to appear on the stage, that he 
gave a brother Thespian a new coat off his 
back for permission to play Beaufort, in 
The Citizen, 

In this situation he continued for a con- 
siderable time, suffering the usual privations 
attendant on a stroller’s life: Being, how- 
ever, neatly starved, reason suggested to 
-him the propriety of seeking the paternal 





roof, where he was affectionately received. 

The mania for acting, however, speedily 

seized him again, and he determined once 

more to follow the path to fame in the 

theatrical profession, After much ex~ 
perience with misfortune, young Dowton 

was engaged with Hughes, the manager of 
the Weymouth Theatre. From this place 

he returned to his native town, where he 

performed all the leading parts in juvenile 

tragedy; he afterwards joined Mrs. Baker's 
company in Kent, and married her daughter, 
by whom he had a family, The increasing 
reputation of Dowton soon reached the ears 
of the London managers, and he received 
offers from Mr. Colman and Mr. Harris to 
join their respective 8, and either of 
these offers would have been accepted by 
him but for his ambition to make his appear- 
ance at Drury Lane, Having heard that 
Elliston had drawn great houses by his per- 
formance of the Sheva in Cumberland’s 
comedy of The Jew, he wrote to Wroughton, 
at that time acting-manager at Drury, ex- 
pressing a wish to perform that part in 
London. His request.was backed by the 
recommendation of Cumberland. An en- 
gagement was entered into for Drury Lane, 
and he made his metropolitan debut in the 
character of Sheva, on the 2ist of May, 
1794, “We never er writes a con- 
temporary critic, “a appearance zt 

with greater approbation than what - 
panied his representation of Sheva, 

the masterly and delicate manner in 
— he illustrated the feelings of the old 

ew. 


Dowton having secured 2 firm footing at 





Drury Lane, gradually grew into favour. 
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Hassan, in The Castle Spectre, and Dro- 
zembo in Pizarro were the first original 
parts that fell to his lot. The history of the 
stage and the biography of performers show 
that at one time the appellation of a great 
actor was given to a person who had only 
been successful in a few characters, beyond 
which they have been useless lumber in a 
theatre. But no man on the stage was 


more versatile at this period of his career | 


than Dowton ; he was the able successor to 
King in many of his principal parts, which 








he long retained. His personation of Sir 
Hugh Evans, in The Merry Wives of 
Windsor was superlatively great; no actor 


ever succeeded like him in giving it that | 
peculiar spirit and richness of coloring that | 


* sere and yellow leaf” he began to lack 
the means to smooth his progress down the 
vale of life. It was when his prospects 
were gradually becoming darker that a 
benevolent project was set on foot to give 
him a benefit at Her Majesty's Theatre, on 
the 8th of June, 1840, His professional 
brethren and sisters Jent their gratuitous 
assistance on the occasion, and Colman’s 
comedy of The Voor Gentleman was played 
with a cast that we never expect to see 
equalled, much less surpassed. There was 
the veteran comedian in the character of 
Sir Robert Bramble ; Humphrey Dobbins, 
Bartley ; Corporal Foss, W. Farren ; 
Ollapod, Harley; Farmer Harrowby, B. 
Webster ; Stephen Harrowby, Meadows ; 


rendered it so delightfully whimsical. As | Sir Charles Cropland, T. Green; Lieu- 
a contrast to this character we find him as| tenant Worthineton, Cooper; Frederick, 
the representative of Hardcastle, in Gold-| F. Vining; Warner, Granby; Emily, 
smith’s comedy of She Stoops to Conquer,| Worthington, Miss Ellen Tree; Miss 
and of Clod, in The Young Quaker, a| Lucretia M‘Tab, Mrs. Glover; Dame 


fayorite part of Edwin's. Dowton was 
considered the best representative of the 
fantastic Malvolio that the stage possessed, 
at one time; Rupert, in The Jealous Wife; 
Sir Anthony Absolute, in 7'he Rivals; and 
Governor Heartall, in 7'he Soldier’s Daughter 
were also characters in which he shone. He 
continued at Drury Lane for many years, 
playing at the Haymarket’ in the summer. 
At one of his benefits at the latter house 
he revived the burlesque of The Tailors, at 
which the schneider fraternity took umbrage 
and created a memorable riot in the house 
during the performance. 

Dowton visited America, but at too late 
a period of his life to make a very strong 
impression upon Brother Jonathan. His 
acting, indeed, was seldom liked at first. 
It required an aequaintance with his pecu- 
liarities before the raciness of his humour 
could be relished; for this cause it had 
become a sort of dramatic adage that Dowton 
never drew a shilling in the provinces. On 
one occasion he actually played Doctor 
Pangloss, at Faversham, to a single auditor ; 
at/another time he began John Bull at the 
third act, nobody having come till eight 
o'clock. Ona third, he acted Shylock, in 
Roghester, to a seven shilling house. Dowton 
had unwisely negleeted the advantages 
offered by the Theatrical Fund until he was 
too old to become a member, and_ in his 








Harrowby, Mrs. Tayleure; and Mary, 
Mrs. Humby. At the close of the play an 
address, written by Mr. Sheridan Knowles, 
was spoken by the author. The subscrip- 
tions and donations realized a considerable 
sum, with which an annuity was purchased 
that served to render easy and comfortable 
the declining days of the most natural actor 
that England ever possessed. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


DRURY LANE, 


The accession of Miss P. Horton was an 
unexpected attraction. So long as this 
young lady has been connected with the 
Haymarket we should as soon have looked 
forward to the entire breaking up of the 
establishment as to her secession from that 
company. Whatever may have been the 
unpleasant cause of her departure it is cer- 
tain that her appearance was triumphantly 
welcomed on Wednesday se’night in the 
character Azael, of a part well calculated to 
display both her histronic and vocal ability. 
The management was about to withdraw 
this universally popular spectacle, but the 
audiences being large and enthusiastic, and 
Miss P, Horton with our old friend Van- 
denhoff being nightly called. before the 








curtain, its performance has been continued 
nightly, with one exception, since her debut. 








Moreover the introduction of a larger 
quantity of the original music has increased 
the attraction. The air in the second act, 
and the recitation and scena in the last 
were giyen with brilliant effect. Madlle. 
Victorine Legrain, certainly one of the 
finest dancers that have visited the metro-. 
polis, is about to return to Paris. We hope 
to see her again on these boards. The res- 
toration of the pantomime has proved highly 
successful. W.H. Payne is as amusing as 
ever; it is really quite a treat to see him 
again in London. The harlequinade never 
flags for an instant. The Lauri family, 
assisted by Miss Palser, form an ensemble 
rarely equalled ; in fact we do not recollect 
so excellent a Columbine and Harlequin for 
years. Mr. Doughty’s clown is well known, 
and without depreciating his predecessor, 
who was unsurpassed as a tumbler, we may 
safely assert that the part is played better 
than ever. 


HAYMARKET. 


We stated in our last number, that in 
noticing Mr. Jerrold’s Comedy, ‘Retired 
fiom Business,” we should give the plot of 
this excellent comedy, and we now perform 
our promise. The scene is in the pretty 
village of Pumpkinfield, where a little 
colony of retired cits have fixed their 
abode. First there is Mr. Puffins (Mr. 
Rogers), formerly a Russia merchant, and 
the leader of the Bill-ocrats, or “wholesales,” 
who look down with proper contempt upon 
the Till-ocrats, or retails of the village. 
Puffins calls upon the family of the Fitz- 
pennyweights, who have lately come to 
reside in the village; but without being 
aware that Pennyweight, whose wife has 
added Fitz to his patronymic, was in, early 
life a greengrocer. Puffins undertakes to 
select the company that the Fitz-Penny- 
weights may know with propriety, but he 
cannot prevent an undaunted Tillocrat, 
named Jubilee (Mr. E. Selby), a Pawn- 
broker retired from business from screwing 
himself into their circle. Mr, Creepmouse 


Mr. Buckstone), of Treempet Hall, an ex- 
army tailor, is admitted as a Billocrat. 
Lieutenant Tackle (Mr. James Wallack), a 
half pav navy lieutenant, and Captain 
Gunn, (Mr. Webster), who leave’ their 
cards, are also pronounced eligible; and 
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Miss Narcissa Chipp (Mrs. Laws), a retired 
milliner, obtains a footing in the Penny- 
weight circle, through the recommendation 
of Jubilee. These are the seniors of the 
dramatic group, but there are two couple 
of youthful turtles, who have taken the 
liberty of falling in love, without the sanc- 
tion of their elders. Kitty Penny-weight, 
(Miss A. Romer), while at school in Calais, 
forms a romantic attachment for Paul 
Puffins (Mr. Fitzwilliam), the ‘son. of. the 
Russia merchant, a sentimental | youth, 
who talks Byronic prose and writes: Jove 
letters to Kitty under the name of Virginia. 
The lovers are separated by the orders of 
the cruel Pennyweight. Kitty is taken 
home, and the distracted Paul returns to 
the parental roof ineonsolable for the loss 
of his unknown charmer, until they meet 
unexpectedly at Pennyweight’s villa, ‘They 
rush into each other’s arms, and. the first 
act ends with the angry parents on both 
sides endeavouring to separate them. 
There is another secret love affair going on 
between Woodburn (Mr. Howe), the nep- 
hew and reputed heir of Creepmouse, and 
Amy (Miss Reynolds), the niece of Captain 
Gunn, who has been living as.a governess 
in a family where Woodburn meets her. 
Creepmouse, discovering that his nephew 
has taken a fancy to the penniless governess, 
writes her an anonymous letter, in which he 
insultingly accuses her 6f endeavouring’ to 
entrap Woodburn, Aimy, hurt’ by this letter, 


and the jealousy of the young lady of the ~ 


house, returns to the cottage of her unele, 
who receives her with open arms, and, 
learning from her the cause which has’ com- 
pelled her to quit the family where she had 
been placed, obtains from her the ‘anony- 
mous letter, which he reads to Creepmouse 
with such comments as makes the little tai- 
lor wish himself anywhere but so near the 
irritated old soldier. We should have men- 
tioned that Creepmouse holds a bond of 
Captain Gunn’s, which he had passed 
twenty years previously to pay the debts of 
Amy’s father. He knows that should’ he 
permit the marriage of Amy with Woodburn, 
not only will Creépmouse disifherit’ ‘his 
nephew, but that he will ‘hiinself be left at 
the mercy ‘of ‘an’ angry éreditor, who “will 
doubtless, insist upon payment of the bond. 
In this’ diletinia is friend and ‘neighbour, 
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Sertele Tackle, an honest sailor, comes 
to his assistance, and insists, contrary to 
the wishes of Gunn, on going to London, 
and raising a sufficient sum upon some ex~- 
pected prize money, to pay off the Captain’s 
bond. Creepmouse, meanwhile, makes 
another attempt to break off the attachment 
between Amy and his nephew, by offering 
to make her a present of her uncle’s bond 
if she will consent to go for three years as a 
governess to Moscow. The generous girl 
consents joyfully to a sacrifice which shall 
relieve ,her uncle from his debt, but the 
captain, who has been an unseen listener to 
the conversation, interposes, and declares 
that she shall not aceede to the terms pro- 
posed by Creepmouse, whose heart, which 
he boasts is as.,hard as iron, has been 
greatly softened by the disinterested affec- 
tion and devotion. of poor Amy. Finally, 
Creepmouse relents, and bestowing the 
bond on Amy, gives his consent to her 
union with Woodburn. A_ perspective 
promise is is also made to Paul and Kitty, 
that they should be mated when they arrive 
at years of discretion ; and so the comedy 
ends. 
GRECIAN SALOON. 


A new burlesque has been produced at 
this highly attractive place of amusement 
tha argues a long run, it is entitled Nobody 

on on, and is from the prolific pen of 
Mr. Blanchard, it is full of puns and witty 
dialogue all appropriate to the present time, 
Mr, S. Cowell Il who is the Nobody, and who 
is dressed in a most ludicrous manner, and 
appears, to be all legs and arms is the 
principal support of the piece, his comic 
singing is really excellent, he has a splendid 
voice added to which he articulates every 
word so clear that the wit of the songs are 
all well understood. The other characters 
supported by C. Horne, Corrie, Roberts 
and Mesdames Harland, Gordon, &c. is 
extremely well sustained. The dancing 
forms a prominent feature in the burlesque, 
two little prodigies, the proprietor’s children, 
one five years old the other six, are really 
wonders in this art and whose ability must 
be seen to be duly appreciated, the children, 
in gener eral, for their ages, are “ged 
clever, there are two others, of names 
of Austins, worthy of, notice, while Miss 
Parker and some athers,,,W ,Rames. we 




















do not aadinews are equal to many’ at’ the 
first establishments. ‘The scenery in this 
piece is first-rate, one scene of the interior 
of the Crystal Palace is worthy of ‘being 
classed amongst the cleverest specimeny ‘of 
scene painting of the day. at: 

STANDARD. ts 


The great and continued success of the 
present entertainments have prevented any 
change being made in the arrangements 
since our last. The truly gorgeous curtain 
of looking glass still excites the utmost ad+ 
miration and delight; and we may also 
speak in terms of great approbation of the 
varied and really clever performances which 
take place in front of it, producing a sin-- 
gularly novel and highly striking effect. 
Taking the entertainments’ provided, upon 
the whole, we may safely pronounce this 
theatre to be at the present time one of the 
most attractive in the metropolis. 

PAVILION, 


This pretty and well conducted establish- 
ment continues to receive a well-merited 
share of public patronage. Miss Sarah 
Thorne has become, as we predicted she 
would, quite one of the “stars” of this 
theatrical hemisphere, and has made a 
hit in a new part written expressly for her. 
Egerton Wilks’s ludicrous farce of State 
Secrets has been revived and acted several 
nights amid shouts of laughter. Mr. Dale 
and Mr. E. G. Barton merit great praise— 
but the company altogether is a good one, 
and the pieces are produced in a highly 
creditable manner. 

QUEEN’S 

A new melo drama called Plunder Creek 
has been acted here with tolerable! success, 
but there is nothing in it calling for, or, in- 
deed meriting particular notice or praise, 
It strikes us as being very similar in ¢on- 
struction and plot to a piece we saw here a 
few seasons back, called Zhe Jron Needle 
Some of the scenery is pretty and effective, 
and the stage manager, Mr. E, Green, ap- 
pears to labour in his vocation with con- 
siderable energy and zeal. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Metvitte.—Mr. Dowton was born 1666. A 
first appearance at Drory Lane in the yeat 
1795, a8 shewn in the sara of tia in this 
week's Journal, R on 
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Wa:AyMi--We were not made acquainted with 
the performance or we should have attended. 


Hi, Brown,—Mr. John Douglass, the proprietor 
) ofthe, Standard theatre, was born in the year 
1o! 814, He performed at Covent Garden when 

a boy. 

Pp, Peta.—We expect to hear every day from 

our Edinburgh correspondent, 

A New. Sunscriser is thanked. 

attend to his request. 


An,,.AMATEUR—No we cannot. Settle the 
matter amongst yourselves. 


Roscivs,—All the 11 volumes may be had of 
our publisher, Mr. James, 44, Holywell street, 
they contain the memoirs of all the celebrated 
actors and actresses for the last 40 year, 


We shall 








OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 








THURSDAY, MAY 15, 1851]. 


THE EXPOSITION v. THE DRAMA. 


What effect, whether for good or ill, 
the Hyde Park Exposition may produce 
éventually upon the trade and commerce of 
this country, it falls not within the some- 
what circumscribed sphere of The Theatrical 
Journal to speculate upon—but what effect 
it may produce—nay is producing upon the 
national stage of London is a subject so 
peculiarly appertaining to ourselves, that we 
may venture to direct the public attention 
to the present state of our metropolitan 
stage. Never, we believe, in the memory 
of>living man, were our theatres so com- 
pletely deserted as at the present moment ; 
especially those establishments which are 
generally considered to be the most intel- 
lectual, and frequented by the higher classes, 
whether of cultivated intellect or wealth, or 
both? / The proof of this is palpably before 
us°0n° Friday last the Haymarket was 
eLoseD%' ‘ditto the Sadlers Wells—while 
the other ‘theatres of a similar class kept 
open were most miserably attended. ‘Our 
other places of public resort have also been 
- most, lamentably,, neglected: the Surrey 

Gardens, full) of the most attractive and 
varied novelties; have considerably less than 
the average of their usual visitors; and 








y 

Vauxhall, a most brilliant setison’ for which 
was anticipated, and at which ‘great préeparg- 
tions have been made, has scarcely ever, us 
we have been informed, known, as far as‘ it 
has yet proceeded, so disastrous a season; 
The only dramatic establishments now doing 
tolerably well are those furthest removed 
from the Hyde Park promenade “show.” 
And it may be noticed as a significant cir- 
cumstance, that possibly there never was a 
Fair held in England which proved’ ''so 
pitiable a failure as the one in the very 
neighbourhood of the Exposition. “We have 
neither space nor time elaborately to trace 
the line which leads from the cause to the 
effect, and must content ourselves wi 
pointing out to the public attention the dis+ 
agreeable fact we have te, and to entreat 
our fellow citizens, not, amid ‘the innumer- 
able, and im some instances almost ‘inde- 
scribable foreign exhibitions with which the 
metropolis is now fairly, or rather unfairly 
thronged—entirely to forget the “poor 
players” who minister so admirably, at once 
to amuse, to gratify, and to elevate the 
mind. 





GOUGH STREET. 

The performance which took place here 
on Thursdiy last, was by some amateurs, 
who made thir first ‘attempt at “acting, 
The play was Hamlet :"the Noble Dane, ag 
represented by a ss a of i} 
name of Mr. W. P. Nelle,’ iis ‘person: 
appearance is much ‘in 'his'” favour, fo 
the character, being tall, and well propor. 
tioned, with well regulated features, and 
an expressive countenance. His demeandur 
while on the stage was easy, and We 
may add graceful, his readings were ¢aré- 
ful, but in many respects too hurried’ and 
boisterous ; there wanted more composure, 
and quietude in many of the scenes. 
Nevertheless, he had formed a very good 
conception ofthe character. His best scené 
was that at the grave of Ophelia, his fencing 
with Laertes, was well managed, and ob- 
tained him well merited ‘applause. Mr. 
Bretterton as Laertes was rather tame but 
he improved as he went on. Mr. J.° Bar- 
ton, as the Grave ‘Digger, was too ‘active, 
and gave the ‘Dialogue, too quick, but for 
a first attempt it was very creditable. “Miss 


Blanchard’ as ‘the’ Queen, ‘acted’ With 
afuat judgement the* Bait 
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were sustained as they usually are upon 
such ocassions, not very perfectly. The 


Theatre was so crammed that we did not 
stop to see the remainder of the performance. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—Conception, when viewed in relation 
to writings is the idea presumed to be that 
of the author. <A difference in conception, 
is a difference in opinion of the author’s idea, 
and consequently we have two persons, rea- 
ding one and the same part, implying a 
meaning the reverse of each other. 

To construe the meaning of an author to 
the gratification of an audience, requires a 
vast deal of thought; Mr. Macready, who 
in the character of ,Macheth especially, has 
paid that attention which was necessary to 
produce the desired end, viz. concurrence 
of opinion, and consequent applause ; and 
although the construction which he put 
upon the words of that admirable play has 
received the approval of the public, it is 
abused as being *‘a profane mistake,” 

The conception which Mr. Macready has 
taken of Macbeth, is too well known to 
need any comment, and it will only be ne- 
cessary therefore to state the objection 
which has been raised in opposition to his 
interpretation of that character. 

‘‘ Weare of those’ says the Illustrated 
London. News ‘‘who always saw a radical 
defect in the stage representation of this 
hero, and who require the nobility of cha- 
racter, and the courage to be exhibited, 
which Shakspere predicts of him in the 
earlier scenes of the play.” Then comes 
the view they take of the character, ‘Mac- 
beth, is not ambitious, but pursues a lost 
right, which he is urged by the ambition 
of his wife to revive.” Now does this 
appear by the play? The contemporarians 
of Macready are urged to adopt this view 
of it “that Macbeth, is actuated by a feeling 
of ambition to murder Duncan is apparent, 

*¢[ have no spur 

To prick the sides of my intent, but only 

Vaulting ambition, which o’rleaps itself. 
if there be any thing in the play to warrant 
the. assertion that Macbeth, is not an 
usuxper,,the latter part of the observation 
must be admitted, but . on , examination 
nothing can be found, which, will add the 
slightest weight, or credibility to the re- 


mark. Most of our eminent tragedians 
have assimilated Macbeth with the same 
conception, with some trifling exceptions, 
which are not so materially different, as to 
disfigure the meaning, they all look upon 
Macbeth as an usurper, and an ambitious 
man. If, however, the conception that 
Macbeth is not an usurper be admitted to 
be a true one, then we have no tragedian 
who has ever acted up to it. 

If it be an historical fact, that Macbeth 
was legally entitled to the crown, Shakspere 
does not shew it, as such a proceeding 
would too much have justified the murder 
of Duncan. Admitting this to be the case, 
it is not from the history of Scotland that 
we are to furnish ourselves with the cha- 
racter of Shakspere’s Macbeth, but from 
the play alone, and there, as it has been 
before alleged, I deny that anything which 
would justify such an interpretation being 
given to it is contained. My object there- 
fore in writing these remarks, is not to 
suggest any alteration in the conception as 
Macbeth is now construed, but to deny the 
justice of the argument contained ‘in our 
| contemporary paper. R. J. G. 








| DIORAMA OF NAPOLEON, 

At the Apollonicon Rooms, St, Martin’s 
| Lane, there are now exhibiting a series of 
_ tableaux illustrating the military career of 
the Emperor Napoleon, which for truth- 
| fullness and beauty, may rank first among 
the innumerable dioramas, polyramas, 
panoramas, &c. with which London is now 
filled. The tableaux—twenty-one in num- 
ber—embrace the most interesting: features 
in the life of the Emperor; we have pre- 
sented to us the principal battles in which 
he played a prominent part, namely— 
Diego, Arcola, the battle of the Pyramids, 
Austerlitz, Jena, Moscow, and Waterloo. 
These are interspersed by wiews. of, his 
coronation; his abdication and departure 
for Elba; St. Helena; and the arrival of 
his remains in 1840, at Cherbourg, by 
moonlight—concluding with the deposit, of 
his ashes in the Mausoleum in the Invalides, 
at Paris. The tableaux are accompanied 
by appropriate music, and a. descriptive 
lecture by Madame De Conde, Altogether 
we can recommend this diorama as one,of 
great interest. ' 
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HISTORY OF THE COUNTRY THEATRES, 
No. 4, 

Marcate.—He continued to keep this 
circuit without any opposition till 1784, 
when Mrs. Baker (who will often appear in 
the history of the country theatres) applied 
to Mr. Cobb for leave to erect a new 
theatre, who being proprietor of the old 
one, of course refused; she however con- 
tinued to perform in defiance. 

They then petitioned for a patent, and 
after spending £550, this being incurred by 
an opposition, it was granted, and Mrs. 
Baker compelled to abdicate. A piece of 
ground was procured by them for £610, 
and on the 19th of September, 1786, the 
foundation stone, bearing the following in- 
scription, was laid—‘*‘ This first stone, for a 
Theatre Royal, was laid in due form, at- 
tended by the Brethren of the Thanet 
Lodge, by the proprietors, Thos. Robson 
and Chas Mate, on the 21st of Sept., 1786, 
in the reign of King George, III, Duke of 
Cumberland, Grand Master.” 

The theatre when finished cost £3000, 
add was opened on the 27th of June, with 
She Stoops to Conquer, and. All the World's 
a Stage, when a Prologue, written by M. 
P. Andrews, Esqr. was delivered by a Mr, 
Booth. 

The theatre will contain about 500 per- 
sons, and holds £88 ; the present manager, 
is Mr. C, Gill. We have now brought 
the history of the Margate theatre to its 
close, and wishing it all possible success, 
say, au revoir. 

P. S.—Any person forwarding any old 
playbills, or authentic information, to 
‘“‘ Thespis,” care of the Editor of the 
Theatrical Journal, will much oblige. 


THE FAIRY QUEEN, 

That minature specimen of humanity, 
Tom Thumb, is at last rivalled by a little 
lady, who has assumed the above title, and 
may be seen at the Western Institution, 
Leicester Square. She is a most remakable 
little creature, in regard to size, measuring 
only ‘16 inches in height, and weighing 
only 6 pounds!! Other curiosities . of 
nature, viz., a Tortoiseshell Zom Cat, a 
Sheep with a mouth under its ear, living, 
will’ form, we doubt not, great attractions 
for the’ visitors during the period of the 
World's Fair. 


EXHIBITIONS ON, ART. 

A very superb Mechanical Exhibition, 
of a character and nature of no common 
pretensions, is now on view adjoining the 
Adelaide Gallery. It consists of a most mag- 
nificent and costly collection of mechanical 
subjects, among which we may mention :— 
two figures, the size of life, who play upon 
the flute; serpents chasing each other 
up a palm tree, twelve feet in height ; 
singing birds in cages of pure gold, &c. 
all forming, with cosmoramic views, wax 
effigies of celebrated kings, qucens, and 
other illustrious personages, a very superior 
and magnificent exhibition. 


Ww. A, 








PROVINCIAL. 
MANCHESTER. — THEATRE ROYAL, — Miss 
Faucitt’s brief engagement cannot bnt |have 
realised the: most sanguine wishes of, her best 
friends. On Saturday, evening she took leave 
as Lady Macbeth, in ‘* Macbeth.’’ It wasa 
fine piece of acting. This being one of the 
most difficult tragedies to put on the stage suc- 
cessfully, It is only our duty to state, that the 
management duly represented the genius of 
departed worth. Messrs. Swinbourne and 
Travers are deserving of note as_ principal 
auxiliaries to the success of Miss Faucit in this 
piece. Desarius, and his histrionic dogs and 
monkeys occasion much mirth each evening in 
the caronsal scene.—The little valet de chambre 
equals any that our experience has encountered 
in any of the most’ refined cornucopias:of our 
town. 

QueEn’s THEATRE.—This house temporary. 
opened on Monday «vening, per account of a 
very meritorious gentleman—Mr. B, F. Rayner. 
Timour the Tartar ; The Irish Lion; and Som- 
numbulist was the programme. Stimulants: swffi- 
cient for his friends and a transient portion of 
the public to form an acceptable lever. 

POLYTECHNIC.—A very instructive, diver- 
sified, and amusing entertainment eutitied 
London, by Land and Water, with superb illustra- 
tions, has been produced at this house, under 
the able generalship of Mr. George. The prin- 
cipal sights and characteristics of the cockney 
world may here be witnesseed at a bird’s-eye 
view. 

BIRMINGHAM. — THEATRE Roya. — Mr. 
Blanchard had a good benefit here, the other 
evening. The play of ‘‘ Richard I11,’’ was in 
every respect well performed, and the serious 
pantomine of ‘‘Don Juan,’’ with the Scara- 
mouch of the benificaire added greatly ito the 
amusement of the audience, 

RocnesTeR,—The house J.as been very well 
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great satisfaction to the namerons and etal 
able,andiences, It is again rumoured that Mr. 
G. L. Thornton, who, as all the play-going world 
knows, is an excellent light comedian, has been 
offered an excellent engagement at a first-rate 


- London theatre. 


Dustin.—Miss Emma Stanley’s Monologues 
have been lamentable failures, and the Theatre 
Royal, par excellence, is closed, when to re-open? 
Echo answers when. In the meantime the 
Queen's is crowded nightly, ‘* Belphegor ’’ and 
“The School for Tigers,’’ have proved decided 
hits. ‘The ease and elegance of Madile. St. 
Louin’s dancing is the theme of general adimi- 
ration. 

NorwichH.—THEATRE Royar—J. Clararice 
Lecsee.—The entertainments during the past 
week have been ‘‘ Green Bushes,” * Speed the 
Plough,” “Hamlet,” “ Ladies’ Club,” “ Bottle 
Imp,” “Laid up in Port,” and “ Make yonr 
Wills.” Poor F. Phillips, who met with the 
serious accident a few weeks back, had a benefit 
last week—it was the greatest house seen in 
Norwich for many years. Mr. Phillips still re- 
mains in a very precarious state; his leg has 
been set and is doing well; his bodily health is 
very indifferent. The season closes here on 
Monday. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Messrs, GREENWOOD AND PHELPS have given 
the theatre, Sadler’s Well, gratuituously, for a 
benefit for the family of Mr, C. Stilt, the clown, 
the actors, one and all, give up a nights salary 
upon the occasion. 

Pruincess’s.—A new five act play, by the 
author of The Templar, is in preparation at 
this theatre, and will be produced forthwith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean have parts in it. 

On Dir that Fidelio will be got up for 
Alboni, at her Majesty’s Theatre. 

Mr. W. West gave his entertainment, on 
Tuesday, at the Finsbury Institution, to a 
crowded and delighted andience. His songs 
were admirable and ‘* The Emigrant’s Child” 
was given with a degree of pathos and expres- 
sion which drew forth the warmest applause, 
Miss Vaughan gave her songs with an excellence 
which caused a repetition of all, to the number 
of four which was allotted her. Mr. West, in 
his slight remarks of the Drama’s palmy days, 
alluded most eloquently to the manager of 
Sadler’s Wells. The andience responded most 
loudly to the compliment paid to Mr. Phelps. 


ON BURFORD’S PANORAMAS. 
I 





JERUSALEM. 
Bow down, O heart and spirit! Infinite 
The thoughts and feelings €rowding rapidly 
Upon us as we gaze. Jerusalem, 
The city where the awful tragedy 
‘OF a most sacred and majestic death 
Was acted, is before us, Here indeed 
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** The man of sorrows,” where now we see 
Grey ruins, solemn palaces, and domes 
Where anthems of immortal music erst 
Pealed in deep thunders. 

Here he spake ant taught 
Such truths as sages and philosophers 
Scarce dreamed, and full of a divinity 
Which we can hardly fathom. 

Prostrate here, 

The son! is mute. Eternity aid Time 
Meet in this city, and we dare not say 
All that we.feel of pity and of woe. 


II. 
NIAGARA, 
** A world of waters.” Fierce Niagara 
Pours out his heart in eloquence sublime 
Of power omnipotent. An angel’s tongue 
Could hardly tell the majesty of Him 
Who made all beautifal and wonderful, 
With voice so mighty. Grand is nature’s face 
In beanty and in terror, aud ’tis well 
That man is able with his feeble hand 
To copy her in all her various scenes, 
While we forget we have to bear our load-- 
A heavy load of sorrow and of pain— 
In gazing thus upon her lineaments ! 
BETA, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
This magnificent BALL ROOM, the largest and 
the best ventilated in London, OPEN EVERY 
EVENING.—During the week, Mr. W. M, 
Packer’s grand band will perform “‘ The Hum- 
ming Bird Waltzes,’’ ‘‘The Queen’s Schot- 
tische,” “ The Loving,” “Angelina,” and “ War 
Polkas,” and ‘‘Albany Galop.”” M.C.’s, Messrs. 
Giovanelli, Wood, and Taylor.—Open at half- 
past seven, close at twelve. Admission 1s, 


HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN 
in full costume,—The Hall of Kings! Magnifi- 
cent Decorations!— The rooms have been 
enlarged, in honour of the Exhibition, to donble 
their original size, the most timid need not fear 
visiting the promenade with their families, 
being sure to find ample space and good ven- 
tilation. Open from eleven till six, and from 
seven till ten.—Admittance, !s.; Napoleon 
room and chamber of horrors, 64.—MADAME 
TUSSAUD and SON’S, Bazaar, Baker-street, 
Portman-equare. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
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Three Months .. - One Shilling. 
Six Months .... . Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months...,..... . Four Shillings. 
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